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A SURVEY OF SINGULAR ROUTES TO THE “EMPTY HOUSE”

ou are invited to participate in a Sherlockian survey — an
enjoyable and useful one, I hope. In “The Empty House,” there
was much moving about in London, not only by Sherlock
Holmes and Dr. John Watson, but also by Ronald Adair and Sebastian
Moran. The narrator does provide a good deal of useful detail, but, alas,
not enough to make mapping their paths easy for an unsophisticated
Sherlockian cartographer. Collecting some answers — or at least some
well-founded speculation — from a few genuine Sherlockian experts is
a good way to fill in the rest, or so experience teaches.
So, my questions to you are: What routes did Adair and Moran take
from the Bagatelle Club to 427 Park Lane, and what routes did
Holmes and Watson take (sometimes separately, sometimes together)

during their investigations of the killing of Adair? Please use a pen with
red or blue ink (so I can see your work) to mark your preferred routes
on this map. If you are inclined to explain your choices, please do!
Once you are satisfied with your work, please sign and print your
name, add the date, and return this map to me. You will be credited on
a full-size “Empty House” map (which should be in print by late
2019), unless you ask me to keep your good name out of this business.
Also, if you want this map back when I am done with it, say so and I
will return it. Please take just a few minutes to do this. It is for a good
cause and it will be, I suspect, good fun.
Hopefully and gratefully,
Ross E. Davies

. . . the empty house across from 221 Baker Street.
At the square, Holmes and Watson began their famous negotiation of
“the by-ways of London, . . . through a network of mews and stables the
very existence of which [Watson] had never known.” After “emerging
at last into a small road, lined with old, gloomy houses, which led us
into Manchester Street, and so to Blandford Street,” they “turned
swiftly down a narrow passage, passed through a wooden gate into a
deserted yard,” and then into the “back door of a house” — the most
heavily trafficked empty house in all of detective fiction. Please use
your blue or red pen to: (a) mark the location of the empty house, and
(b) draw the route Holmes and Watson traveled to reach it.

Route 4: From Cavendish Square to . . .
Please fill in the blanks . . .
Sign your name here: ________________________
Print your name here: ________________________

Route 2: From Oxford Street and Park Lane to . . .

Write today’s date here: ______________________

After reading the inquest evidence, Dr. John Watson strolled across
Hyde Park to the Oxford Street end of Park Lane. He observed #427
and bumped into Sherlock Holmes. Watson then retraced his steps to
his home in Kensington, near a corner of Church Street, while Holmes
hobbled stealthily after him. Please use a blue or red pen to: (a) mark
with an asterisk the location of Watson’s home, and (b) draw the route
they traveled to reach it from #427.

Please hand your map to Ross Davies or mail it to
him at: 6600 Barnaby St. NW, Washington, DC 20015.

. . . and return by March 1. Many thanks!

. . . Watson’s home near Church Street.

Route 1: From the Bagatelle Club to . . .

Holmes and Watson took a cab from Watson’s home to “the corner of
Cavendish Square.” Please use a blue or red pen to: (a) mark with an
asterisk the corner at which they stepped out of the cab, and (b) draw
the route the cab traveled from Watson’s home to that corner.

On the night of March 30, 1894, Ronald Adair returned from the
Bagatelle Club to his home at 427 Park Lane, and Sebastian Moran
made his way from the same club to a vantage from which he fired a
shot through a front window of #427, killing Adair. Please use a blue
or red pen to: (a) mark with asterisks the location of the club (maybe
near the other clubs around St. James Square and Pall Mall?) and the
location of #427, and (b) draw the routes Adair and Moran traveled
from the club to their respective destinations on Park Lane.

. . . a corner of Cavendish Square.

. . . 427 Park Lane.

Route 3: From Watson’s home near Church Street to . . .

Copyright 2018 Ross E. Davies. Map extracted from Philips’ Handy-Volume Atlas of London (4th ed. 1904).

